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The grant of Masulipatam and Divi was a boon for the French as the
area was of great strategic importance in the Sarkars. They fortified Divi and
built battenes at the entrance to the river Modapollam. This had cut off the
English supplies from North to the South or vice-versa. The English could
not attack Divi as they had no forces to spare and they could support their
claim to the area by force only when they succeeded in the Carnatic.103

Since Jaffer Ali turned cold towards the English, they were forced to
turn to Vijiarama Razu to strengthen him to counter-balance in the Sarkars
of Chicacole and Rajahmundry.104

However, Jaffer Ali became less offensive towards the English after
his return from the Court in 1752. He withrew his previous order relating to
the demolition of the English settlements and restored fogeram and Modapol-
lam to the English.105
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